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the opinion expressed on the opposite side. But he went on
to say, apparently with some local knowledge of the
country, that the procedure followed here was amply justi-
fied.'
Captain Eden's first question was an interesting supple-
mentary. On the i2th of March Lord Crichton-Stuart asked
the Prime Minister whether the Government intended to
offer the Caliph Abdul Mejid—whom the victorious Mus-
tapha Kemal had sent packing, person and office, from the
new Turkey—refuge and residence in the empire in view of
the great number of his Majesty's Mohammedan subjects.
The Prime Minister referred to an answer he had made two
days previously in which he had asserted that the Govern-
ment were not entitled, either on political or religious
grounds, to comment on or interfere in any way in a matter
in which their policy had consistently been and would re-
main one of complete disinterestedness. That assertion
must now be held to apply to all questions arising out of
the decision of the Turkish government regarding the Cali-
phate. This policy, in view of the Lausanne Treaty and of
subsequent history, it will be conceded was shrewd and far
sighted, but Captain Eden urged the quick advantage. He
asked whether the right hon. member would bear in mind
that the offer of such an asylum would be a most effective
reply to previous anti-British agitation on the subject. There
was no reply.
The second reading of the Peace Bill arising out of the
Treaty of Lausanne was to provide Anthony Eden with his
first major excursion into Foreign Aflairs. On the lyth of
March he had asked the Prime Minister whether he could
state when an opportunity would be given for a discussion
of the Treaty. The Prime Minister could make no promise.
* Is the right hon. gentleman aware,' he added, * that a
state of grave anxiety exists in regard to this matter among

